Welcome to the second
High Weald Walking Festival

Whether you're an experienced walker or a
novice, you can explore and find out about the
High Weald's beautiful landscape. This year you
have even more walks to choose from! Join our
knowledgeable guides on themed routes
covering local history, literature, wildlife and
geology - and enjoy a sociable stroll through
glorious countryside.

The High Weald Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty

The High Weald covers parts of Kent, Sussex and
Surrey. It is a medieval landscape of rolling hills,
studded with sandstone outcrops, and covered
with a mosaic of small fields edged by hedges
and woodland. The countryside is scattered with
historic farmsteads linked by ancient routeways.

An extensive network of footpaths and
bridleways makes the High Weald a walker's
paradise. From nature spotters to history buffs,
there's something for everyone to enjoy.

For more about the High Weald visit
www.highweald.org

Things you need to know

How to join

We don't use a booking system for most of the
walks — just turn up in good time on the day! We
advise you arrive at the meeting point at least 10
minutes before the walk starts. If you have a
question about a route, email:
hwwf@sussexramblers.org.uk

N.B. Some walks must be booked in advance as
places are limited - these walks are indicated.

Most of our Festival walks are free of charge.
Some may charge a small fee to cover costs, or
ask for a donation on the day - again these walks
are clearly noted.

What to bring

Make sure you wear appropriate clothing and
footwear for your walk, including waterproofs.
High Weald clay soil is notoriously heavy -
particularly after rain - so stout walking boots are
recommended. Bring a bottle of water and/or
snacks if required, and a packed lunch if
suggested in the walk listing.

Parking

All car parks listed are free, unless otherwise
stated. Some of the walks start in rural places
where parking is limited. Please arrive in time to
park considerately and avoid inconvenience to
local residents. WWe encourage walkers to car-
share or use public transport where possible.

What if the weather’s bad?

Walks will only be cancelled in the event of
extreme adverse weather conditions. Look out for
updates from High Weald AONB on Facebook
and @highweald on Twitter.

We want your feedback!

\We hope you enjoy your walk. Please give us
your comments online at:
www.highwealdwalks.org

Which walk is right for me?

Easy Access

Walks for everyone, including people with
conventional wheelchairs and pushchairs, using
easy access paths. Comfortable shoes or trainers
can be worn. Assistance may be needed to push
wheelchairs on some sections.

Easy

Walks for anyone without a relevant mobility
difficulty or health problem. There may be stiles.
Comfortable shoes or trainers can be worn.
Suitable for pushchairs if they can be lifted over
occasional obstructions.

Leisurely

Walks for reasonably fit people with at least a
little country walking experience. May include
unsurfaced rural paths with stiles. Walking boots
and warm, waterproof clothing recommended.

Moderate

Walks for people with country walking
experience and a good level of fitness. May
include some steep paths and open country, and
may be at a brisk pace. Walking boots and warm,
waterproof clothing essential.
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Festival Launch
Saturday 14 September

€© A Creative Writing Meander

Be inspired on a walk round Quarry Farm with a
local author. Meander through orchards, march
along a river, glimpse medieval castle ramparts. All
writers welcome aged 10 to adult. Bring notebook
and pen and something to sit on if you wish.
Distance/duration: 2 miles/2%2 hours

Difficulty: Leisurely (some paths are unsurfaced).
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The Hub at Quarry Farm in Bodiam is the venue for
the start of this year's Festival and our first six walks.
With information stands at the site, it's an
opportunity to meet the Walking Festival team -
staff from the High Weald Unit and volunteers from
local Ramblers' groups - joined by Ramblers'
Worldwide Holidays.

Meeting point: The Hub, Quarry Farm, Bodiam,
TN32 5RA. Map ref: TQ 780 247. Use lower car park.

O Bygone Bodiam

Discover the history: defence, agriculture, transport
and leisure activities, of this rural village over the
past seven centuries whilst enjoying stunning

iiﬂl"" countryside views.
Distance/duration: 5 miles/3 hours

|u1||| |1 1 “11-!.11- Difficulty: Leisurely, 2 short fairly steep inclines
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© Historic Northiam

The surprising history and moments in time of a
small English High Weald village, starting from The
Hub at Bodiam.

Distance/duration: 72 miles/4 hours

Difficulty: Moderate
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() Wild Food Walk

Discover the wild harvest. An introduction to edible
wild fruits, herbs and spices and responsible
foraging, during a short walk around Quarry Farm
with an experienced foraging tutor.

Booking essential, email sarah@wildfeast.co.uk
Duration: 2 to 2%z hours

Difficulty: Easy
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@© Walk with the Sunrise

An early morning walk through the beautiful Rother
Valley and surrounding countryside. Followed by
an optional breakfast stop at The Hub, Bodiam.
Distance/duration: 5 miles/2 hours

Difficulty: Moderate
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@ Wild Detectives Family Nature Walk

A family-friendly walk around Quarry Farm
investigating trees and other interesting things.
Followed by decorating a journey stick at The Hub
as a reminder of our adventures. Booking essential,
email: wilddetectives@gmail.com

Duration: 1 to 1 %2 hours

Difficulty: Easy
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Key to symbols

Bring packed lunch if required
Café, pub or shop en route/at start
Accessible for wheelchair users
Accessible for pushchairs

Toilet facilities en route/at start

Accompanied children welcome
(7yrs+ unless pushchair symbol)

Dogs on leads welcome
Public transport may be possible

Slower walks, more leader talk

@ Ashdown Forest Clumps
A circular walk taking in the ‘clumps' of Scots
pines planted around the Ashdown Forest in the
early 1800s, while enjoying amazing views. Lunch
stop at the Visitor Centre which sells takeaway
tea/coffee. Bring a picnic.
Meeting point: Box car park, Ashdown Forest,
Crowborough Rd, Maresfield, TN22 3JA.
Map ref: TQ 460 289.
Distance/duration: 11 miles/6 hours
Difficulty: Moderate
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Walking events
continued =3
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Weald AONB Partnership. If you enjoy your
walk and feel it enriches your knowledge of
the High Weald landscape, a voluntary
donation towards the Festival's running costs
would be gratefully received, see:
www.highwealdwalks.org/about
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